Wayne County Recovery Coalition (WCRC) Minutes 
May 13, 2025

Sector Representatives Present: Parent: Desiree Kersey; Media: Susan DeLeGal, Forward Digital Marketing; State, local or tribal government agency: Ambi Bess, Southeast Health District

[bookmark: _Hlk192254155]Partners Present: Anchored in Community: Darren Deal and Misty Mobley; Autumn Sterling; City of Screven: Makayla Hurst and Jason Weaver; Hinesville VA Outpatient Clinic: Anne-Marie Mendez-Street; Life, Inc: Sherry Schwartz; Paula; Pineland BHDD: Sarah Refuss; Share Health Southeast Georgia: Sheryl Lewis and Tanesha L. Slocumb; Wayne Memorial Hospital: Theresa Garvin

Staff Present: Wayne County Recovery Coalition: Renee Bolin

Welcome and Introductions
Renee Bolin greeted all attendees, welcoming everyone to the meeting. She asked the partners to sign in via the QR code. Partners introduced themselves and the agency/sectors they represent. 

Review of Minutes
Minutes from the April meeting were reviewed. A motion to approve the minutes was made by Ambi Bess and seconded by Darren Deal. Motion was carried by the partners and minutes were approved. 

Discussion and brainstorming of educational flyer concepts targeting our priority substances
Renee led a discussion with the partners about flyer concepts focused on the target drugs. She informed the partners that WCRC received approval by the Wayne County School System to share flyers in the summer school lunches. This initiative will occur every Tuesday and Thursday from June 3rd until July 29th. The partners shared several ideas including having different messages or multiple messages shared in the lunches, making sure the message is age appropriate, getting volunteers to hand them directly to parents as to avoid them getting misplaced or overlooked, and also making each flyer a different color. One partner suggested developing other materials including bookmarks and suggested sharing flyers with parents teaching them how to have difficult conversations with their parents. Partners agreed that there should be links on the materials where parents can visit to learn more information. The partners also emphasized sharing resources, like GA Tobacco Quitline, on the website. Renee asked a partner about translation services to which she agreed she would assist in translating the materials to reach the Latinx population. 

Fiscal Agent Updates 
Share Health Staff provided updates on their mini grant application and traditional scholarship recipients from Wayne County. Sheryl Lewis shared an overview of the mini grant process before announcing the two WCRC partners who received mini grants this round. Anchored and the City of Screven were the recipients of a Share Health Southeast Georgia Mini Grant to support their prevention efforts. Anchored requested support for their Summer Prevention camp and the City of Screven applied to support their Independence from the Vape summer event. Tanesha Slocumb provided an update about the recipients of the traditional Share Health scholarships from Wayne County. Share Health awarded two Wayne County High School students with a $1,000 scholarship. She shared a quick summary about the students: Rachel Jackson will attend Augusta University to major in Pre Allied Health with the goal of attending Dental School and Tristin Yawn will attend College of Coastal Georgia to major in Nursing with the goal of becoming a Nurse Practitioner. Jason Weaver, Screven mayor, shared that Tristin was a part of his Leadership Program. 

Updates
Renee shared an update about Georgia Teen Institute and National Prevention Week. She informed the partners that two students would be traveling to Reinhardt University on June 9th-13th to attend this event focused on developing young people to become strong leaders. Renee told the partners about her efforts at Wayne County High School during National Prevention week. She shared about prevention and mental health through intercept survey questions with the youth about their mental health and other prevention questions. Students also had a chance to pull a Jenga block and answer a question that was written on the block. Additionally, a Wayne County High School alum, Abby Henderson, attended and shared her testimony for Mental Health month. Renee informed the partners that there are now 40+ Anchored Junior Board members. 

Partner Updates
There were several updates shared by partner agencies. Susan DeLeGal shared that there is a Family Connection meeting this month on the 27th. Sarah Refuss shared that Pineland Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities has started their Mental Health Coalition back up and would be meeting on May 30th in Statesboro. Jason Weaver shared that he would be partnering with Partners in Hope to host a Community Picnic in Screven in August. He would share the date with partners as soon as it was finalized. Anne-Marie Mendez-Street shared a few updates with partners about neighboring counties initiatives, including Handle with Care, GA MHAT and their free classes the school could sign up to attend, and that Liberty County is a trauma informed school system after having received a grant to train and develop the skills for their staff. Additionally, she shared about Parent University and their efforts in Savannah to develop a teacher wellness center where they receive holistic trainings to better serve their students. 

Closing Remarks
Renee thanked the partners for attending the meeting and informed them of the next meeting date. The meeting was adjourned at 1048am.

Next Meeting: June 3, 2025, Time: 930am
Location: Anchored Conference Room, 177 N Brunswick Street, Jesup, GA 31546
Minutes recorded, drafted, and edited by Tanesha Slocumb
